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Creative writing inspired by the Civil Rights Movement
A joint project by students from Model General Lyceum of Heraklion, Crete, Greece and Sibelius Upper Secondary School, Helsinki, Finland






F O R E W O R D

This is the collaborative work of our students from Greece and Finland who got together, although miles away, to express their thoughts creatively. Inspired by the Civil Rights Movement and the lives of so many important people they delved into, our students’ glance and perspective is reflected in their poems, speeches and essays. We, their teachers, are proud of their work and advancement both linguistically and spiritually. Not only have they contributed to the creation of this authentic ebook but to the mature discussion of human rights, activism and equal opportunities. Let this first ebook be the beginning of a long-lasting cooperation and tradition in sharing ideas, teaching and learning practices. 

Maria Pitsaki & Maria Virokannas 






“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter”

Martin Luther King 







Essay topics:

1. You live in the 1950’s USA. Your school has decided not to allow African American students to attend your school. You are against it. Write a speech advocating equality in education. 

2. It is the year 1963. You are in Washington D.C. witnessing The March for Jobs and Freedom. Write a letter home to your family in Finland describing the event. Cover at least the following points: 
Martin Luther King’s speech 
How many people were there 
Your own thoughts, feelings, etc 
What you see and hear 

3. An American group of students is visiting your school. Having spent a year as an exchange student in the USA, you are in a unique position to know both countries. You have been asked to give a speech on a social studies lesson the guests are attending. Talk about the differences between American and Finnish society when it comes to e.g. voting, education, women’s rights and civil rights. 



4. (Finnish students) Voting is a civil right that should not be taken for granted – a lot of people fought for the equal right to vote. Finland was one of the first countries in the world to grant women the right to vote. However, only about 50 % of young Finns aged 18-24 exercised this right in the latest parliamentary election. Write a speech to be given in the European Youth Parliament in which you discuss the reasons why young people don’t vote and ways to improve the situation. 

4. (Greek students) Public health care is a constitutional right in Greece. You know that free public health is not a reality in the US. Write a speech to be given in the European Youth Parliament in which you discuss the reasons why free public health care system must be a priority in all countries including the US. 

5. Me as a civil rights activist. Write a description of yourself as an active member of the Civil Rights Movement in the 50s and 60s. Alternatively, you can describe yourself as an activist today. What would you be ready to do for a cause that is important to you? How would you protest (peacefully)? 





6. You want to work at a hero themed camp for children aged 8 –12. There are all kinds of heroes when it comes to the Civil Rights Movement. Who is yours and why? As part of your application, write an essay analyzing a key player in the Civil Rights Movement. You may use the images as inspiration, if you choose. 
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7. Being inspired by the Civil Rights Movement you have decided to write a poem about it. 

8. Imagine that you are a reporter and you want to interview one of the Civil Rights Activists. Write an imaginary interview. 






My dear classmates, principal and teachers, 

Concerned by the school’s decision not to allow African American students to attend our school, I would like to talk about something that I find really important and at some level completely logical and normal. Being born as a human being, you have the opportunity to secure some simple and universal rights, Human rights. One of these basic rights is the right of education. Nobody can deter you from educating yourself, expanding your horizons and learning new things. And by the use of the word nobody I mean nobody else except you, neither your friends, your teachers nor the color of your skin. 

At this point I would like to refer to something that in theory every one of us believes or at least has sometime in his life heard and been cornered about. Everyone, everyone here, everyone in this city, in this country, on this planet, everyone is equal. You can have a look at the people who sit around you. Nobody looks like you because you are unique .You might find some small similarities, but that’s not enough to make you look exactly the same with this person because the differences are a lot more than the resemblances. The only thing that all of us have in common is the color of our skin .And I am just wondering why can students with black or brown eyes attend our school and not people with black or brown skin ? What makes us feel like we have some kind of power over those simple and universal human rights and we can segregate people by those characteristics that we think that can dissociate us.

At the end of the day we have no power over the way we look .It was not our decision so we shouldn’t be criticized by it. Imagine a different universe where people with white skin color are not welcome to any school, won’t you feel like this is unfair? That the color of your skin has gained so much power from society’s beliefs can stop you from developing what’s really important, yourself. If you step out of your comfort zone for a moment and think about what bonds you with others you will realize that the relationships we develop have nothing to do with the way that people look but it is all about the way that people make us feel. I think that all of us can agree that being friends with someone who is mature, gentle and open-minded is more interesting than hanging out with a person who meets all the beauty criteria according to you. One way to cultivate some of these characteristics is by participating in collaborative activities and socializing with people your age. So I don’t think that there is a better place to do all that than school. By all means, if you forbid some students to come to our school you make them miss an opportunity to develop their personality and embellish it with new knowledge and experiences. But also the school is characterized by many as a miniature of society so if we consider it normal to ban the participation of a specific group of people from school it is like cutting them off from society. So I think that people like us who have the opportunity to attend this school and to develop all those characteristics like being open-minded and mature, we can understand that It's absurd to take someone out of our school and out of our society because we think that we have the power to segregate people.

Thank you for your time. I really hope that you will think about all that and eventually decide to do the best for all.

Irini M.



Human Rights

Black or White
Everyone's the same
Male or Female
All of them have rights
Old or Young
Hate is not allowed
Educated or Not
Equality is valid
Between genders
Between colours
We should feel safe
Not scared
Love is for everyone
Respect is for everybody
Why someone should feel unwanted
Why someone should feel marginalised
Love, respect, acceptance
We are humans
We are the same
I can’t see different colours, 
I may be colour-blind

George L.



Hello again! 

I know it has been a while since I last wrote a letter to you, and by now you are probably really worried about me back there. But you can rest assured that I'm alive and well! I've just been extremely busy with work and my other affairs, things are much more hectic here than in Finland. 

Now I'll tell you about what really inspired me to write this letter to you. It all started when I was strolling through Washington D. C. when I saw a huge mob of black people travelling somewhere. I got curious and asked one of the people there to tell me what they were doing. 
A young african-american girl came to me and told me that they were going to the Lincoln memorial to listen to Martin Luther King's speech, and protest against segregation and discrimination in America. I thanked the girl and decided to go to the Lincoln memorial as well. 

As I arrived to the memorial I saw a sea of african-american people standing there, with more people constantly flowing in. I had never seen so many people in one place in my entire life! it seemed like tens of thousands of people, maybe more. Then suddenly I saw one man moving through the crowds towards a stage, I figured that he was Martin Luther King. He is a famous civil rights activist for the african-american community here in America. Mr. King walked on stage and after a few preparations he started. The speech took fifteen minutes, and highlighted the injustice against black people that is still going on in America today. After the speech the crowd went wild with cheering. It was certainly impressive, but I could barely hear my own thoughts! 

The speech made an impact on me. I have seen restaurants, shops and toilets meant only for white or black people but not thought about that too much. But now I am finally starting to 
realise the extent of the problems here. I think I won't be staying for much longer, I think I've seen enough of what America has to offer. As the age old saying goes: home sweet home! 

Alex H.





I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.

I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day,



Dear people of America,

I stand here before you to speak of a very important topic.
It has come to my attention that the school I'm attending is not going to allow African Americans to learn and grow with myself and the other pupils. I've had it up to here with the discrimination and separation that is happening every day all around us. Open your eyes! How are we supposed to build a greater nation without equality? Surely we can't go on with these ridiculous laws, rules, and social norms tearing people apart.

Do you want to live in a place where equality and justice only apply to certain people? Do you want a deteriorated nation as your home, and as the home of your children? Is that what you really want? In order to grow, we must work together. There's no way around it. This current situation is only holding us down from accomplishing something greater. Aren't we all here good, hardworking people, dreaming of a united future? I say no more hate, no more separation, no more discrimination.

And if those three things still don’t make you as mad as they make me and many others, at the very least think of the children. Think of YOUR children. What kind of future awaits them if we teach them our bad ways from an even younger age? We now have the chance to stop the cycle, so what are we waiting for? Let the children play and learn together. Let us get educated and grow up learning about all points of view. Let's make the American dream a reality! The young generation is our future, aren't they worth putting up a fight for? Let's fight and stand united as the United States of America!

Pinja H.




When day comes, we step out of the shade aflame and unafraid. The new dawn blooms as we free it. For there is always light. If only we’re brave enough to see it. If only we’re brave enough to be it.

Amanda Gorman, "The Hill We Climb"



EVERYDAY INJUSTICES

This world had changed, you thought
The change hasn’t come to this world 
Yet
♥
After all those fights that were given,
There were still, nights
and days
When your cries were louder than your innocence
When your eyes had witnessed what you couldn’t come to grips with
A person being unfair
and disrespectful to another one
Hate being spread 
Louder than usual
For reasons of otherness
(who would have thought diversity would cause such distance in a world where opposites are meant to attract!)
♥




Did it hurt, being languorous?
Did it bruise you, squeezed and punched you?, to sit by and watch it happen
All the scars you’ve got by witnessing, do they have them too (double in pain and depth) by being targeted?
♥
Where is the protection? Where’s the education? Where is the love, between us people?
Go
Go look for it, go dig to find what’s wrong.
In those societies 
THESE societies, where love is long lost, gone.
Do not give up, do not give in to the decay.
Law of motion it is called,
‘’action brings reaction’’ doesn’t move us forward though
All it ever does, amping decay up
Keeping us apart 
If you are to give a fight, aim t to our unity.
♥
Shout your whispers 
Cause the change hasn’t come to this world 
Yet

Katerina K



My dear family,

I hope you are well and good, and will receive my letter, for it bears amazing and shocking news. Amazingly shocking news. 

I am writing to you from Washington D.C. where I have witnessed The March for Jobs and Freedom. It was like nothing I have ever experienced before. Can you believe that there were at least 250,000 people attending the march because I certainly can't. The park in front of the Lincoln Memorial was packed with people and the feeling of the masses around me was intoxicating and exhilarating. It felt like I was a part of something bigger, something that might change the world. 

The day that I wrote this letter will officially be remembered as the day that I heard Martin Luther King speak. His speech "I Have a Dream" was so inspiring, and I have a feeling that it will be the start of a whole new era.

I will soon be traveling to Finland to see you, my dear family. I'm looking forward to discussing this event with you later on. Try not to be too jealous about this. I'm sure you'll one day get to experience something as great as what I have experienced today.

With love,
Elsa

Elsa N.



Young people are often asked why they don't vote. It's not always because we are lazy or that we don't care about the society. There are many other factors to it, rather than just lack of aspiration. 

Let's take the latest parliamentary election. Only 50 % of 18-24 aged Finns voted in the election. The first reason that I can think of is that the candidates hardly ever encourage the 
youth to vote. They don't direct their speeches to the youth and therefore they aren't 
convincing the young people to vote for them. The politicians usually represent an older 
generation and most of them are over 40. They only care of their own interests and what benefits them. If there was a candidate caring enough of the youth, I'm sure they would get the backing of the young people, who now don't even cast their vote. 

Another reason is that young people don't have much of knowledge about the elections and how they work. Young people should be informed more about the election. Sure, they are briefly explained in social studies class, but that's pretty much it. When you have little 
knowledge about voting, it's extremely likely that you don't vote. And if the candidates don't share the same values as you do, it's hard to know who to vote for. The voting percentage of the youth will rise as soon as there will be a person worth voting for. 

Elias N.



Good morning, ladies and gentlemen,

Οn the occasion of the decision that my school has made, to prohibit African American students from attending my school, I decided to express my opinion about this recent incident. Before I start talking about anything else, I would like to mention that I'm totally against this decision. For this reason, I feel it is necessary to defend equality in education.

First of all, in today's society there are so many African American students, who don't have the chance to attend a lot of schools and they're treated differently from white students. From my point of view, this prevailing situation must change, because African American students don’t have equal opportunities as white students have, because at most of the schools for black students, teachers don’t receive decent salaries, books and equipment. And this will have a negative impact on black students’ career or in their everyday life in the future. Secondly, the segregation that exists in schools can have negative consequences for the whole society as the school is the microcosm of our society. In other words, the discrimination between white and black students, but also in general of people belonging to different social groups, will be intensified more and more. 

Diversity and racism nowadays are an issue that concerns us and should raise our awareness. Every day in our lives we encounter incidents of racism either inside or outside school. However, it is really significant to understand that we are all different but we are all equal! That's why, I strongly believe that we need to advocate equality in education! 

Thank you very much for your attention, 

Malvina A





Black stray dog 
 
Like a stray dog
Frightened of a white one 
running at the look of a white officer
whose words hit it 
I stare from a distance 
your fur is shiny 
the white ones appreciate you 
feed you, give you to drink
if you weren’t a dog 
if you were a child
they would feed you knowledge
The superior species
the whites, hug you,
consider you as their equal.
We are the society’s burden, the inferiors
I wish I were a dog 
my coloured skin,
my curly hair,
my full lips,
wouldn’t even matter
I am holding my tummy,
hunger dominates “ I can’t stand wretchedness”
I see the white officer,
Running so as not to be shot,
I step on a puddle
my people reflect on the dirty street water 
My eyes have seen nothing but injustice
I wish the world were transparent 
so as no colour discrimination can be made.

Eirini K.



Hello mum and dad! Did you hear about the huge march held in Washington D.C yesterday? Well, I was there. Apparently there was upwards of 200 000 people involved. Some say that the number could have even been 300 000. Either way, seeing such a huge amount of people together in one place was just mezmerising. 

The protesters first gathered to the washington monument from which we then proceeded to walk through the streets of Washington D.C and finally arrived to the famous Lincoln memorial. When I finally got there the place was already packed full with people. There was not only black people but white people as well and the age difference between the youngest and the oldest participant must have been at least 60 years. 

When all of the 200 000 to 300 000 protesters had gotten themselves to the Lincold memorial, Martin Luther King Jr delivered his speech. The atmosphere was something I've never witnessed before and probably never will. All of those different people focusing on one man and his dream of freedom and equality amongst all people was something I won't ever forget. After King's speech we got to here many great artists such as Bob Dylan, Joan Baez and Mahalia Jackson perform their songs. It was like a huge open air concert. 

All in all I feel like the march showed that there is indeed light in the end of the tunnel and that the voice of those who have been brought down can be heard. I hope it will make a difference and is a sign of better things to come. 

Otso H.



"We all require and want respect, man or woman, black or white. It’s our basic human right.”

Aretha Franklin



Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Our school’s latest decision – not letting African American children attend classes- was quite shocking but expected. While living in these times, I have come to the conclusion that our society is not only unfair, but it’s uneducated too. The only factor that makes you important nowadays, is race. African American people have been mistreated and manipulated since always, starting from the period during which they weren’t considered humans. But, coming back in today’s world nothing seems to have changed and I’m sure most of you are familiar with the phrase “history tends to repeat itself “. Those people aren’t allowed to use the same shops, buses or even toilets as the whites and apparently this segregation has entered the educational field. Do I agree with it? Of course not. Is it high time we started doing something? It definitely is…

I believe that all people deserve equal treatment, starting from the most important human right; the right to live, to the right to free education. Picking children out depending on their race is a main reason why racism exists. Because, racism is not human nature but an ugly phenomenon which reminds us of how our society might never change. When teaching which lives matter and which not and what special treatment should the privileged have, psychologically, in a child’s mind- depending on their race of course- could be translated as superiority or inferiority. African American children could never concentrate and get motivated by a system which oppresses them and makes them feel like an outcast. 

Apart from all these points however, have we ever considered us not playing gods? Not deciding who is worth it and who is not? Treating all people equally? Another problem which African Americans face is inequality in what those “special” schools provide. Not only do they have inappropriate facilities but they also do not give the same opportunities to their students. And by extending that, we can now understand why most African American families live in poverty without being able to find a decent job.
We need to comprehend that color is not the one which makes people valuable, but the mind which each and every one of you carries with its help.

Dimitra L.




Poem inspired by the Civil Rights Movement

Could have been you
You kiss your spouse good morning with breakfast
Someone else couldn't
Drove yourself to work
Someone else couldn't
You spend your nine to five working
Someone else couldn't
You get home, hot food on the table
Someone else couldn't
You then go take a hot shower
Someone else couldn't
You lie to sleep on your bed
Someone else couldn't
And when morning comes, as the sun slowly rises and brightens the sky you wake up
Someone else couldn't
Could have been you 

Argyro V.




Greek students working on the project.



Ladies and gentlemen,

My name is Rodanthi, I am a simple high school student but I was allowed to raise the issue of public health. I was lucky enough to have Greek citizenship. I was sick and just going to the doctor. I was injured, I was going to the hospital without having to worry about anything, I just knew that they would take care of me and help me with my health problems. But in some countries, such as the United States, public health is considered a luxury. Some people cannot afford to get an ambulance; the price to get an ambulance in America is around 2000 dollars. To a European citizen, that would sound crazy. But for a citizen of the USA, it is just their daily life. So why must the free public health system be a priority in all countries including the US?

Health Is Not a Privilege. Having access to a proper healthcare system isn’t a privilege. It’s a right, and nobody should be deprived of it based on their financial status, caste, and ethnicity. Having access to proper health and medical attention is a fundamental human right. Everyone should have access to it to improve humanity’s progress for the future further. No One Deserves to Go Bankrupt Paying Hospital Bills. Currently, in some countries the healthcare departments are costly. Those who do not have insurance cannot even think about affording a needed surgery. When a country is provided with a free health care system, it can help stop viruses and diseases. When everyone in a community gets treated for an ailment he is suffering from, many viral diseases such as HIV can be controlled. HIV spreads when the affected person goes undetected and then untreated. Most people who have AIDS don’t even know about it, and neither take necessary precautions so it doesn’t spread. This is major because medical treatment is out of their budget, so they keep on living their lives while spreading a hazardous disease to not just their health but also to the people they come in contact with. Having a free health care system will somehow be able to get these patients detected in time and provide them with proper care. Also, health transforms economies and communities. Every penny spent in providing free healthcare can turn into an investment in a few years. Families who have to spend great amounts of dollars on health can rather spend it on their kids’ education or set up a business that will provide a full-term profit. In this way, it would be a wise step, given how millions of dollars are spent on something by families with nothing in return.

These are some of my thoughts and ideas on the subject of free health care. Free treatment is a right for all people, it does not matter how rich you are, it does not matter the color of your skin, it does not matter where you are from. It matters that we are humans, and we humans are the ones who make daily changes in this world.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Rodanthi G.




Dear fellow students and teachers,

I have something to say. I might lash out during this speech, but it doesn't matter because I'm talking about something very important. There's a big problem inside of our school system. The problem is not allowing black students to attend our school and segregating them to their own schools. Behind this problem there's even a bigger problem, racism. Why would we, the white students, be more valuable than anyone else with a different coloured skin?

In our world there are so called power structures which pretty much show how much power you have in this society. As white people it's in our hands to dismantle them and transform the hierarchy, because we have the most resources for doing that. We need to have a more equal school system and integrate the schools so black students could have the same opportunities as we do. We need to get closer to an equal society! A society where everyone gets treated the same way. I'm sure that every student with a great mind wants to stand behind these arguments.

I can't stress this enough, no man should ever be treated the way that white people have treated and are still treating the black population. They need the same civil rights, education and validation as we do! I would like to end by quoting a very wise man: I have a dream, a dream of a better and more equal society.

Thank you for listening!

Helmi I.



Bloody Road

The path is long
Walking on the bloody road
Trying to cover up their wounds
Shadows of a violent past
Change is far away
They try to speak but they cannot reach
They try to cry but they won't be heard
Hope is their only guide
Dreams of a peaceful future
Visions of an accepting home
A city with no closed doors

George K.





August 29 1963

Dear father, 

Drastic action is being taken right now here in America. Yesterday history was made, and your daughter, with several other people, was there to witness. 
A march was organized under the name of colored people’s rights protection and the masses were motivated. 

Yesterday morning I didn’t go to work. I headed towards the Washington Monument where the march was to start. As soon as I arrived, I faced a huge crowd of people that already made me feel lost. But when the march started, I inexplicably felt safe and protected. The masses started moving and the demonstration began. As I walked, I had a feeling of anticipation. I watched people around me. We were so close to one another. It felt like we had one body and mind, and that we all went for the same prayer. It was like our heartbeats were synchronized to the same pulse. For a moment I thought I heard the heavy breath of a co-demonstrator next to me, whilst thousands of voices were up in the air, speaking their truths and singing their will for life, for freedom. 

Next to me an interracial young couple, a man and a woman. The man had his one arm around her and the other up in the air. The woman had a steady look, like looking in nowhere with discreet tears under her eyes. 

I lost my perception of time. Finall,y we arrived at Lincoln Memorial. My enchanted mind which had been in pause for a long time, could finally realize the size of the crowd -at least four hundred thousand people were concentrated there at the same time for one purpose- seeking justice. Political leaders and singers and writers gave their own speech. Lastly, activist Martin Luther King spoke with self-discipline and rhythm that all breaths followed. With the end of the speech, the crowds broke out into applause and shouts of approval. 

Leaving that demonstration, I felt the real power that I keep inside as a human being. Yesterday, father, history was made. 

I send you and mother my love.

Your daughter, 
Cecilia

Erieta K.




Greek students working on the project.



Good morning everybody! 

My name is Rosa and I have lived my whole life in Finland. Except for last year, when I spent almost 10 months in Washington D.C., USA as an exchange student. During my time in the United States it took me a while to realize what makes the American education system so different. 

Do you believe that everyone should have the right to higher education? Because I do. In the USA a 4-year college degree costs about 374, 430$ per year. You heard it right, per year. One of my closest American friends has been working zero-hour jobs for the majority of his high school. Just to get some savings to get through college. And I worry he will have to continue working in college as well. Still, college students end up with a load of debt after their studies and there is nothing they can do about it. 

In contrast to the USA, Finland has a top notch education system, and school is completely free until university. And all the university students have to worry about is housing fees, food and books. It is still important to emphasize that many university students in Finland have trouble with money but when education is free, it makes it a lot easier to get through university. 

So today I'm asking you this. When did the Americans forget the students? They are the backbone of society and the future of the country. College is already hard enough on it's own and the constant money problems don't make it any easier. Way too many students have to drop out of school because their mental health just can't take the pressure anymore. If the people in charge put even a bit of effort into helping students and providing scholarships to those who need them, I'm sure it would change many people's lives. 

Thank you for your attention.

Rosa M.




Books in the Greek school library. The books were purchased to both schools with the Small Grant our project received from the University of Montana.



Ladies and gentlemen,

Recently, I witnessed a very intense discrimination at my school. Specifically, the entrance to school was forbidden to African American students due to their color and race. Can you believe it?

We can all agree that school is supposed to be a safe place which should provide young people with education that contributes to the accomplishment of their goals. Doesn’t everyone deserve to follow their dreams? Don’t people have the right to be educated, so that they can fulfill their goals? I think they have. So, I would like to express my dream, as a young white girl. My dream is to stop identifying and describing myself with the adjective “white”. I look forward to living in a world, where all kids are entitled to attend school and dream about their future, since we are the future and determine the route of this.

Furthermore, there is no reason for discriminations to be done between white and black children, American and African ones, because I truly believe that it is so ridiculous for black kids to be deprived of the right to education just because of their color. We educate ourselves, because we desire to express our ideas, perspectives and broaden our horizons, so that we can change the world. “Be the change you want to see in the world”. This is a very interesting saying and what is remarkable about it is the fact that this saying is addressed to every single person despite their origin, color, race. That means that it includes any kid, any person who has the intelligence, the passion, the will to improve themselves, so that they can build the appropriate future for them and inspire others. 

Last but not least, it is a fact that the purpose of imposing on these children is to strengthen our superiority against them. However, you can understand that this action indicates a feeling of insecurity and inferiority, because we are afraid to watch those kids improving themselves, dreaming about their future, educating themselves and proving their value. That is a huge competition and we can possibly lose, due to our desire and need to underestimate others instead of educating and improving ourselves. We feel powerless. Isn’t that pathetic?

To sum up, you can all understand that not allowing black kids to attend school doesn’t show our power, but it just points out our fear to see “different” kids plan a bright future. This action also prevents these children from developing their skills, broadening their horizons, and being supplied with useful tools that will contribute to the configuration of a new world where they will feel free and complete. Do you really think that this is too much? Do you really believe that it is so hard? 

Nefeli K.



"You must never be fearful about what you are doing when it is right."

Rosa Parks



Hi guys, it's me, Leo! How are you doing? How are things there in Finland? I'm doing very well but enough of that already! There's something really important I'd like to tell you.
 
Yesterday I attended The March for Jobs and Freedom here in Washington D.C.,
and it was amazing! I'd say it was one of the most exciting and extraordinary events I've ever been to. So many other people attended the event too. I think there were over 250,000 people there, unbelievable! At certain moments the amount of people there felt a little overwhelming, but every time that happened I overcame the anxiety and just kept going. It was really worth it!
 
The best part of the whole event was the speech by Martin Luther King. He gave the speech called "I Have a Dream" in front of the Lincoln Memorial. And it was marvelous! He's really charismatic and good at giving speeches. He spoke about the civil rights in America, what's wrong with them and he especially highlighted how wrong African American citizens are treated in America. The speech was simply against racism and segregation which I think all of the people there agreed on being terrible. I think he really made an impact with his speech. People were agreeing with him and the feeling there during his speech felt revolutionary to say at least. I was moved by his speech too. I think he's exactly the right person to give these types of encouraging and empowering speeches. He's a true role model!
 
I'm just so proud and happy that I got to attend such a monumental event. It was life-changing to feel people's need to change things for the better in America. I really believe that something truly special happened yesterday and that it will remain in the history books forever! I'm telling you all this because I feel so fantastic after the whole event, but I would also like this message to spread to Finland and to other parts of the world too. We need to change the world for the better!
 
Okay, that’s all! See you soon!
Take care,
Leo

Leo S.



Good evening and thank you for coming today. I am here to give you an insight into young people's voting. As you might know, 50% of 18- to 24-year-olds don't vote in Finland. The number is very low and there isn't one clear reason for it. But it is possible to think of some reasons and find solutions to those issues.

One reason might be that young people don't completely understand politics and the language used. The elections are quite confusing in Finland. The system can be difficult to understand. Politicians also often give unclear answers to questions. They use complex language and difficult terms, and that can be confusing to us young people, and especially immigrants. 

But even when we understand politics, choosing the right candidate is hard. Political campaigns are designed to appeal to a large audience and don't give a clear idea of candidates’ goals. They talk very broadly about many different issues to reach as many voters as possible. That means we, the voters, have so many options to choose from and that can be overwhelming. 

Luckily we have many younger politicians in Finland. But still they often try to appeal to older generations who form the majority when it comes to voting. That means it is beneficial for politicians to care about the interests of the elderly and focus less on us, the young. But is that beneficial on the long run?

I believe there are good solutions to this issue. For example, the government could start a program to encourage young people to vote. Of course, there are already many programs, but they are more off-putting than encouraging. In schools it is made clear to us that we are the future taxpayers, not voters with opinions. 

Many of us live a busy lifestyle and don't have time to wait in front of a voting booth. I propose that we try online voting. It would give everyone the opportunity to vote from anywhere and at any time. I believe everyone should have their voices heard.

Thank you for your attention.

Marta L.



Dear everyone who wants to listen, or doesn’t (especially those who don’t),

It’s been two months since the ruling that mandated desegregation in schools, yet our mayor just today announced that our town won’t be participating. Even though it is legally mandated. It’s bewildering to me how in a country such as our own, who prides itself in ideals such as democracy and equality, racial segregation is still a prominent characteristic of everyday life. 

How, in a country like the USA, is racial segregation in public spaces legal? How can our country violate its own ideals so openly and with so much shamelessness? Of course, the issue I have isn't about the violation of some ideals that hold no actual value, but about the violation of some of the most vital and yet most basic human rights. Treating human beings as just humans. Treating them fairly and equally. Something clearly different than the current circumstances. 

Having said that, I get that after so many years of this racial divide, a change like this one would be abrupt and met by dissatisfaction if it’s not handled with care. But should our priority be making sure that white people don’t get a bit uncomfortable (about a situation that they definitely shouldn’t be), or making sure children get a decent education? I think the answer is obvious and if you don’t, it’s the second one, obviously! There are so many black students that are forced to travel huge, and often dangerous, distances in order to reach school, only to find it overcrowded and with poor equipment, when they could have easily gone to a much better facilitated “white” school near their home. How then, can white people claim that black and white children have equal opportunity in education? And how can we as a town, and we as a country not try to change that fact?

The right to education is a fundamental human right and it saddens me deeply when people in power choose that it isn’t just because of a person’s race.

Lili M.



C an you
I magine the world without the different?
V anished all the unique people and live
I n a perfect community
L ove and faith shouldn’t discriminate 

R ight and wrong, it’s all about a word 
I rrigate values from toddler to mate so the 
G oal to be made 
H ide and avoid a guy 
T hat doesn’t account the rights for life
S ummer, winter, autumn and spring are seasons 

M ain for all the trees 
O ffer something to somebody, tell your friend I love you ’’buddy’’
V ote free, vanquish injustice, establish
E quality to have in your life a level quality 
M an, woman, and kid, bi, lesbian and trans must have
E qual chance 
N o to racism, no to crime, no to violence anytime, no to greed
To a better world with peace 

Pela K.




My lovely mother,
I missed you so much!  I  got your letter yesterday, I am so happy you are all safe! I wish I was there with you at that time… Do not forget to tell dad that I am very proud of him!

I have amazing news to tell you! Yesterday I went to Washington because I wanted to hear the speech Martin Luther King would give, and let me tell you that I am so happy I was there to hear all the amazing things he said!

He named the speech “I have a dream”. He talked about the civil rights, the economy rights and the end of the racism in the United States and I think that this speech was the most iconic speech! Except that he talked about his dreams of freedom and equality. I still remember one of the phrases he said that really woke me up from the “white” coma… He said: “One hundred years later, the Negro still not free”. I am saying that this phrase woke me up because even though the African Americans are free to walk around the town they do not enjoy the basic human rights that most of the “white” people have… and that thing, mother, is a crime towards the world population and the human rights…

Just imagine that there were a million people who were watching Martin’s speech. I believe that you cannot imagine the amount of people I am talking about because you were not here to see that with your own eyes! It was breathtaking, women, children, elderly people, black, white, rich, poor almost everyone was there! I am still speechless from the amount of people I saw in just 17 minutes!

After that speech, I really think that there is still hope for an equal world without exceptions. A world where everyone can walk outside without the fear of losing their life just because of the color of their skin. I believe that they will be walking happily enjoying their day, that we will be walking happily. Just imagine that everyone will be happy and safe!  And, oh God, please do not tell this is just a dream of a 17-year-old girl; if you were here yesterday you would be thinking the same thing! This speech from Martin Luther King gave hope and a pair of wings to everyone who was there!

Mother, after the speech everyone was clapping, laughing, talking about the opportunity this man gave to the whole world, everyone was happy! They were talking about the things they would do if only the things Martin said came true, and that feeling was amazing! I really think it made my day better, and gave me so much hope that I can pass it to the whole world right now!

Anyway, I really got to go now. I love you so much and I miss you more than ever. I wish you were here with dad, but I promise you I will come home on holidays!  Do not forget to send me some of those delicious cookies you make every year on my birthday!!!!!  Tell dad I love him and miss him so much!!                                                                                           
KISSES 
                                                                                            
Mara K.
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Ladies and gentleman, thank you for coming here. My name is Vilja and I'm a Finn studying abroad here in California. I have never experienced any racial discrimination during my lifetime: mainly because I'm white. I've just been informed that our school doesn't want to accept African-American people as students. Why, you may ask? Because of the color of their skin.
 
Skincolor? Really? I don't understand this decision at all! I don't understand, how can you define one's abilities and mind by their appearence. Skincolor doesn't tell us what kind of person you actually are. I know that I'm just some random white girl who hasn't experienced any racial discrimination at all, but this just doesn't sit right with me. I think that everyone should get a chance. A chance for good education and a supporting environment, just like the one in our school.
 
I'm asking you to change this rule. Let's not define people by their looks, but let's hear their thoughts instead. By doing that, we can encourage other people to do the same, to be equal. The new rule could even change the whole world, think about that! So let's do it and take the first step towards a better future.
 
Thank you for your attention.

Vilja P.




Finnish students working on the project.



Poem for the civil rights movement

Since we all are born being equal 
we should try to connect as one
why waste our time out fighting 
and not learn from our common past 

We started a life together 
in our very very long past
but never got to the end of it
cause we didn't care for love 

Skin color, religion or power 
being a child, a woman, a man
mattered more to our societies 
than anything else we had

By ignoring whatever unites us
we destroyed what we naturally had
including the mother of everyone
and everything that she offered to us

Problems were created 
our common sense got lost
kindness was not a thing of ours
but fighting with ourselves was




Instead of enduring our strength 
and forgetting the feels each one has
we focused on gaining just power
and not supporting as much

Some people tried to change that
and make a future for us
they believed we all are better than this
and fought for what we now have

Equality, freedom and happiness 
justice, hope and love
free will, understanding and caring
meanings for each and for all

Ending was still away
much road was in the way
difficulty, problems, fighting 
hoping, trying, achieving 

"Perfect" world is still in the makings 
our life hasn't reached it yet
redemption is still being claimed
and equality finding and losing itself

Afrodite K.



Dear mom and dad,

I hope you're well.

Thanks for your birthday present, I will use it continuously! Α lot happens here,200,000 protesters gathered at Abraham Lincoln Memorial to protest against all forms of discrimination.  I still have in my mind Martin's first phrase << I have a dream…>>.  From the first moment with this phrase, it caught the eyes of most and although the talk lasted around 17 minutes it seemed to me so short. Ηe was so convincing and seemed to really want to do what he said. 

Do you imagine that we will all have the right to vote? Νo discrimination based on sex, skin color, religion or origin! Wow! I am so excited! As you know, I hang out with Seraphina and Edward. We are so different externally but we really have so much in common. Αbove all there is respect between us. Αs soon as I get there, I will introduce them to you, you will love them! I am also very happy because I look around and hear the same perception as mine, that we will all be equal one day and I hope Martin implements what he said. What do you say about this event? Look forward to seeing you soon! I miss you and I look forward to your next letter. 
 
                                                Love Michaella 

Michaella



In this day and age, especially in western nations, the public healthcare system is reliant upon the private sector and it is up to each individual to afford the expenses for their well-being. As a result, healthcare has become a commodity for the few that have the financial ability to pay the amount required and many people have been deprived of it. 

First of all, public healthcare should be free for anyone because the right to health is of fundamental importance. In a fair and democratic state, it is a basic responsibility of the government to ensure that the human rights of each of its citizens are protected, including keeping one’s well-being intact or at least given the chance to do so. Although, such a thing cannot occur, if the healthcare system charges exorbitant prices for its services, in order to keep up with the competition. 

Moreover, free healthcare could make medical services accessible to anyone in need and minimize financial difficulties. Paying for healthcare is a major financial problem for middle class households. Many people find paying their deductible very difficult or impossible and others delay or do not seek medical care due to cost. The cost of family health insurance premiums and for people who do not get coverage from work, has increased dramatically in recent years, especially in the United States.

Finally, and most importantly, a free public healthcare system would help save more lives. A lack of access to affordable healthcare or health insurance contributes to a large amount of deaths every year according to many researchers and experts. This is why countries with private healthcare systems have some of the highest death rates for preventable health issues. When people cannot afford to pay for healthcare, they do not go to the doctors or the hospital. This leads to diseases going undiagnosed or being diagnosed too late, reducing the chances of recovery. Thus, governments have a duty to protect their people. A free healthcare system would help diagnose diseases earlier and save more lives.

Yannis K.



Dear students and teachers,

On the occasion of the event that my school does not allow African American students to attend my school, I would like to talk about the freedom of rights that every student has access to.
        
First of all, dear audience, I consider that it is my debt to say that free education is an obligation of the state but also for all of us. Not only whites should have access to free education but all the students regardless of colour and nationality. In my opinion dear students, there is no reason for distinctions specifically in the venue of the school. In addition, we have to consider that all the students have basic rights in school. First of all,  they all have the right to speak out, wear expressive clothes in school but cannot create stereotypes that only girls for example can wear some types of clothes or boys some types. We must live in a climate of freedom. It does not matter where you come from or what colour you have. This is what I wanted to say because all we need to understand is that all students need to have access to education.
     
Maria K.





"Freedom, by definition, is people realizing that they are their own leaders."

Diane Nash.



My dear family, 

it has been a journey! I have only been away for a week, but it has been a rollercoaster of emotions for sure. From fear, anger and stress to joy and cheerfulness. And everything in between!

It all started on August 28th when I was standing in front of the Lincoln Memorial, here in Washington D.C. The atmosphere was weirdly tense, and I suspect that one reason could be the color of my skin. And no, this is not about me, this is about black unemployment, systematic disenfranchisement, segregation and other continuing challenges and inequalities faced by the people I love and care about. But this sick, racist society had done its deed: I, a young white girl, was getting sceptical looks up and down from the people that I came to fight for. I was already extremely nervous, and that didn't make it any better. But I knew, that this very day and moment was something I would remember for the rest of my life. 

So, there I was, shivering in the middle of flooding excitement that came from the largest crowd that I had ever seen in real life. A couple of days later I heard that there were in fact around 250,000 people! I would probably have fainted if I heard that number right then and there. For a moment, I sort of felt useless and miserable. How could a 17-year-old teen like me make a difference? I started to question my whole purpose at the march, until I froze.

There he was, our inspiration, leader, hope and light: Martin Luther King, Junior. His steady, strong yet calm voice enchanted thousands and thousands of people. His words were like a spell that I simply couldn't ignore: "I have a dream that one day little black boys and girls will be holding hands with little white boys and girls.“ An elderly lady bursted into tears, and I felt a heavy lump in my throat. Martin described a life that felt like a distant fantasy. But everyone, including me, now know that this will not be just a fairytale. This could be our future! 

We won't rest until we get freedom!

Yours sincerely,
Kia

Kia S.




Finnish students working on the project.



Hello,

My name is Lukas and I'm here to talk about equality in schools. 
Our school has decided to not let African American students attend this school. This puts them in an unequal position. Politicians have been defending the "separate but equal" policies for years thinking that they actually work, but that's just simply not true. Schools for black students are severely overcrowded, unlike schools for white students, which makes it harder for teachers to actually concentrate on the students' needs. Also, these schools are lacking in funding, meaning that they have old books and outdated technology. The teachers' salaries are also much lower in schools for black students compared to schools for white students. 

Let students go to the schools they want no matter their ethnicity, and give schools the same amount of funding. Having separate schools for people of color is not fair, and puts them in a harder situation when it comes to finding a job or continuing studies later in life. Isn't America all about equality and for everybody to have an opportunity to be able to be successful in life? Unless we stop segregation, especially in schools, America isn't a nation of equality. If we do not let everybody start their life from as similar circumstances as possible, the phrase "every man is created equal" has a hollow ring to it.

Lukas P.




POEM inspired by the Civil Rights Movement 

Only when we are all equal
Only when we stop the lies
Only if we’re thinking wisely 
Only when we start to fight 
For a lovely nice life 
Only then will the flowers bloom
And the sun will rise
And the sun will shine

Yannis A.





Hi everyone! 

Yesterday I was in this huge event called The March for Jobs and Freedom. It was in beautiful Washington D.C. Yesterday the city got even more beautiful. There were nearly 250 000 wonderful people celebrating and demanding civil rights for all races. I heard many speeches held by civil rights leaders. I even saw celebrities singing and chanting along everyone. It was truly magnificent. 

The atmosphere at the march knocked me off my feet. People were angry, loving and joyful at the same time. They were all gathered to break free from racial segregation. I have never seen so many people in one place. My ears almost shattered from the noice, but I didn't mind. I wandered through the sea of people and saw wonderful things. For example, at one point, I heard a voice singing that was so familiar from the radio. I followed the voice and then I stumbled upon Bob Dylan singing. It was amazing to see famous white people advocating civil rights. 

Out of all the speeches that the civil rights leaders held, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. blew my mind. He is a famous black civil rights leader here. He inspires people in every state. The speech that he held definitely inspired me to be a better human. He told everyone about a dream he had. A dream to unify all the races and to not see people of color as lesser humans. He truly made his dream also my dream. I was in awe. I really hope that you all would have also seen it in person. You will propably hear it on the radio some day though. Yesterday was amazing and I hope that all of you are doing well there. 

With love, Esko

Esko E.



“If you know whence you came, there is really no limit to where you can go.”

James Baldwin



Ladies and gentleman, 

It has come to my attention that our school has decided not to enrol African American students and I feel that it is my duty to speak up about it. It is time to put an end to the idea that the white race is superior and give everyone an equal chance in education.
   
Do I need to remind you how this racial hierarchy came to be? For a country that claims to be so developed, we definitely have some backward ideas. Leaving a child out of school because of their race should be unthinkable, yet that is exactly what we are doing. All children are equal and should be treated as such, no matter what colour their skin is. Education is a right and it is not our place to take it away from someone. By depriving African Americans of a proper education, we are standing in the way of them becoming financially independent and leading a comfortable life. In a way, we are limiting their freedom. Not only that, but we are also keeping them from knowledge, which should belong to everyone. 
   
In addition, excluding these people can slow down our society’s progression. Among all these children that we are limiting and leaving behind, there are a lot of bright and talented people who could make our world a better place if they had the chance. Just imagine how much art and science would have progressed if we had given these people the opportunity to shine. Instead, we are undermining them by depriving them of a proper education. 
     
So what should we do? For starters, our school should withdraw its decision not to let African American students attend. After all, we have no right to get in the way of their education. I really hope that my speech has influenced your views on this matter and that you will make the right call. 


Maria M.
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